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The making up of waterproofed cloth gives employment
to a large number of hands, the bulk of them girls who
serve an apprenticeship to the trade. A common complaint,
which no doubt is by no means peculiar to the waterproof
trade, is that as soon as a girl gets efficient she leaves to
undertake the responsibilities of matrimony. The jointing
of seams is effected either by pasting on a strip of cloth
with rubber solution or by sewing, the latter being now
often done by sewing machines run by electric motors.
Although all the rubber works which have taken up the
proofing branch have their own cutting out and rnaking-up
rooms, a good deal of the proofed cloth is sold in the roll to
others who do the tailoring only. Since the introduction of
the dry-heat vulcanization, rubber proofings in the roll
have been exported for making up at their destination. A
good deal has gone of late years to Madrid, a very trying
climate for such material owing to the extremes of heat
and cold which are experienced. Canada again has been a
large customer, but owing to the rubber companies of the
Dominion taking up the proofing branch, the British
imports have suffered a great decline in recent years.
For this export business it is desirable that only really
good material should be made, as any defects give rise to so
much more trouble and expense than in the case of the
home trade. " Our dry-heat vulcanized proofings are
guaranteed to stand all climates" is a common form of
advertisement. Where the temperatures do not run into
extremes, and where there really is plenty of vulcanized
rubber present, this form of notice is no doubfc quite in
order. But it is inapplicable to a proofing consisting in
the main part of oxidized oils and mineral matters. Gases